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Ally Bharmal, a recent University of B.C. Law school graduate, first thought of the initial concept for the Let Kids Play Foundation in 2007. He was involved in numerous grassroots sports programs and would often have parents approach him saying they wanted their child to participate in sports but couldn’t afford it.

“It was a surprise to me how much that actually happened,” he said.

As Bharmal grew up playing a lot of sports himself, he knew the life lessons—like leadership, teamwork and perseverance—learned from sport involvement and wanted to ensure everyone had the opportunity to be involved and forge connections with their community.

One of the major roadblocks to sports involvement is income, according to Statistics Canada’s 2005 General Social Survey. Sixty-eight per cent of families with the highest incomes had children participating in organized sports and that number dropped to 44 per cent for families with the lowest incomes.

Let Kids Play launched their full operations in April 2008 with an aim to close that gap, and since then has placed 43 kids from across BC into sporting programs, from soccer to scuba diving. The organization operates with donations from charity events, individual donors and corporate sponsors like Fasken Martineau, Crest Financial Services, AI Industries and the White Rock Courier.

Bharmal said that the organization doesn’t require registration in team sports as not all children are best suited for this because of their age or background. He said he recognized that many children have to “build up” to a team environment, so the Let Kids Play Foundation is committed to cover everything from equipment costs to registration fees.

Kim Brooks, a former assistant law professor at UBC who helped Bharmal with the legal aspects of forming the foundation, said he created a “truly unique service to low income kids,” and it was his passion for sports that made it happen.

“He took advantage of his legal education to actually make the world a better place. He’s spent so much time and energy in something he really believes in, something he designed to make the world a better place for these kids.”

The Let Kids Play Foundation is currently accepting applications for funding for children hoping to get involved in organized sports in Richmond. For more information, visit www.letkidsplay.ca

